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Dear Shluchim & Shluchos,
How was your Pesach? I am sure you’re
happy to eat bread and chometz again!
The month of Iyar is known as “Chodesh
Ziv,” meaning the month of brightness. Why
is Iyar called this? It is when the sun starts
to shine after the dark winter months, but
before the heat of the summer sun. Another
reason for this name is the Aramaic word for
“ziv” is “nitzan” which means to blossom. It
is the time that many beautiful flowers start
to blossom.

A Precious Mitzvah
Kalman was the local shamesh of the shul in the city of
Szerdahely in Hungary. Kalman was a simple man, but he
was well-liked by all of the people in his town. One part of his
job was to light the candles in the shul so that there would
be light. He took this job very seriously. He would put on a
gartel as if he was doing a mitzvah before he lit the candles.
One day, Boruch, the local butcher, saw Kalman lighting the
candles. Boruch begged Kalman for the privelege of lighting
the candles. “I will pay you a large sum of money for the right

This month is a special month, very different
from every other month. Every day this
month we have a special mitzvah to do! We
are counting every day until Shavous, the
day Hashem chose Bnei Yisroel to be His
people. Make sure not to miss your chance
for a mitzvah every day!
Have a good Chodesh!
We’ll catch up with you in Sivan,

Yossi and the sibclix team

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

to light the shul candles,” Boruch
begged. Kalman was kind yet firm
in telling Boruch that he would not
be giving up this part of his job. To
Kalman it wasn’t about money, but
the mitzvah itself.
Boruch was not giving up. Daily he
would beg Kalman for the special
job of lighting the candles. After a
while, Kalman decided to privately
ask Rabbi Yehudah Aszod, the Rov
of the town, for his opinion. Reb
Yehuda listen to Kalman’s plight
and said “If you truly accept that
all your actions are solely for the
sake of Heaven and not to receive
a reward, then know that kindness
toward a fellow Jew is a great
mitzvah. My advice is that you give
up the right to light the candles.”
The Rabbi then continued, “Since
one ought to pay for a mitzvah,
you should take a gold coin every
day from the butcher in exchange
for the right to light the candles.
Do not use the money. Rather, put
it aside, and one day you will know
what to do with it.”
Even
though
Kalman
was
saddened, he accepted what Reb
Yehuda had told him. The Butcher
was so happy to hear the news.
Every day he would bring a gold
coin to Kalman, who put it away in
a box as he was instructed.
Many years later, the butcher’s
financial
situation
changed
dramatically. He was due to marry
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off his daughter, but had no money
to pay for the wedding or to give
to the new couple as he had
promised. He didn’t know how he
would be able to face his daughter
and soon- to-be-son-in-law.

“Do not use the
money. Rather, put
it aside, and one
day you will know
what to do with it.”
Ashamed,
the
butcher knocked on the door
of Rabbi Yehuda with his head
down. He told the Rabbi about
his situation. The rabbi called
over his assistant and whispered
something in his ear.
A few minutes later, Kalman
arrived at the Rabbi’s door with a
box in his hand. The two men were
confused to see each other at the
Rabbi’s house.
The Rabbi told Kalman to open the
box and count the money. The total
money in the box was the amount
of money Boruch needed to pay
for the wedding and the money he
had promised his daughter.
“Now is the hour of the golden
coins,” the Rabbi told Kalman.
“They were used once for the

mitzvah of lighting candles in the
shul. It is time to do another great
mitzvah and bring light to a new
Jewish couple. Give the money to
the butcher so he can marry off his
daughter.”
Kalman did as the rabbi instructed
with a big smile.
When telling this story, Rabbi
Aszod would say, “Look at how
many things can be learned from
these simple sincere Yidden. “One
can admire the righteousness of
Kalman, who agreed to give up
a mitzvah that he greatly cared
for. Secondly, Boruch had always
thought that he was paying
Kalman, and it wasn’t until many
years after that he realized that
his love of the mitzvah was really
benefiting himself. Above all,
the physical act of lighting the
candles ignited the souls of both
Kalman and Boruch.”

Think About It!
Have you ever had to give up
something that you felt was
special? How did it make you feel?
Email your response to
yossi@yaldei.com and you will be
entered into a raffle for a $25 gift
card to the store of your choice!

See page 3 for some answers
to last month's question! P

Think About It!
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Last month’s “Think About It”
question was:

Can you share a time that
you did the right thing even
though it was hard?
Below are some of the responses we received:

Hi I am Mendel and I am 11. In my class a few weeks
back most of the kids were being really misbehaved.
I really wanted to join, as it looked like a lot of fun.
They were all laughing and giggling. The whole time I
kept telling myself to do the right thing and not join
them. It was hard, but I am proud that I made that
decision.
Hi I am Mussie and I am 10. I once had to make
decision that was not easy to make. My cousin was
having a Bar Mitzvah in England and I really wanted
to go. My parents told me I could either go to England
for the Bar Mitzvah or camp in the summer. I chose
to go to camp since it was a month long when I would
only go to England for a week.
WINNER OF THE RAFFLE:
Hi I am Mushky and I am nine. Two years ago I had
a very big dilemma and I did the right thing. When I
finished first grade, we moved to another town. We
had to decide if I should go to a new school or my old
school even though it was a far drive from my new
house. My mother asked me all sorts of questions,
and we thought about it together, and whether it was
worth it to stay at my old school or not. Finally we
decided together that I should move to a new school,
and it was a very good choice because, thanks to the

transition, I met new friends and I have a shorter
drive every day.

Hi! I have a brother with Angelman
Syndrome. Why do people with Angelman
Syndrome always look happy?
-Yudi
Hi Yudi. Thank you for writing in so we can answer
your question. Angelman Syndrome is also known
as “happy puppet syndrome” because people who
have it often display a happy and sunny disposition.
Research has shown that upbeat personalities are
actually a common trait in children with Angelman
Syndrome. There are patterns in brain activity that
show happiness, and these patterns are commonly
found in these children.
There is a theory called “ facial feedback
hypothesis” that ponders the question: are people
happy and then their body reflects it, for example
smiling, or does the behavior of our body make us
happy? Often when a person forces themselves to
smile, they begin to feel happy inside as well.

Have a question relating to
special needs?
Email it to yossi@yaldei.com and we will IY"H
get it answered for you.
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Birthday of the REbbe Maharash
אייר

'ב

The Rebbe Maharas, the fourth Rebbe, was born in the city of Lubavitch. He was given the name Shmuel
by his parents, the Tzemach Tzedek and Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka. He was their seventh and youngest
son. At the age of 14 he married Sterna who sadly passed away a few months after their wedding.
The Rebbe Maharash then married Rebbetzin Rivkah. Together with Rebbetzin Rivkah they had six
children: four boys and two girls.
Even though he was the youngest son, the Rebbe Maharash was chosen to become the next Rebbe
after his father, the Tzemach Tzedek, passed away. The Rebbe Maharash traveled around Russia and
Europe meeting with many government leaders of government and prominent businessmen. He is
buried in the city of Lubavitch.

Pesach Sheini
אייר

י׳׳ד

אייר

י׳׳ח

A year after the leaving of Egypt, Hashem commanded the Yidden to bring the Korban Pesach and eat it with
matzah and maror, just like they did the year before. Some of the Yidden were tamei, and therefore not able to
bring a korban. They were tamei because they had the special honor of holding the bones of Yosef. The people
with this special job cried and complained to Moshe and Aaron “Lomo Nigorah”. They were sad that they could
not partake in the mitzvah of Korban Pesach. In response to this, Hashem said thatthe 14th of Iyar, a month after
Pesach, will be known as Pesach Sheini. Sheini means second. These Yidden were given a second chance because
they were impure a month earlier. We see that Hashem always gives people a second chance.

Lag B'Omer
Lag B’Omer is the 33rd day of the counting of the Omer. It always falls out on Yud Ches Iyar.
During the Omer we don’t dont listen to music, get haircuts or get married, as we observe a time
of morning. We mourn the loss of Rabbi Akiva’s 24,000 students who passed away during this
time. On Lag B'omer the restrictions are lifted and we celebrate the life of Reb Shimon Bar Yochai,
who was one of Rabbi Akiva’s students, who passed on this day. He asked that this day be a day of
celebration for years to come.

Kfar Chabad Established
אייר

כ׳׳א
4

On this day in 5709/1949 the Frierdiker Rebbe started a new town in Eretz Yisrael called Kfar Chabad. Kfar means
village. Many of the first residents were survivors of the Soviet Union and the Holocaust. Today Kfar Chabad has over
six thousand residents, including a Yeshiva and a Seminary. Kfar Chabad is the center of Lubavitch in Eretz Yisroel today.
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Hidden Gifts
CHAPTER 7

Mendy
Recap: Last month, the Cohen siblings
were setting up for their baby sister Sarale’s
kiddush. Some of the children were nervous
about what people would say about
their new baby sister because she looked
different. They were reassured when their
father said, “Baruch Hashem, she’s healthy
and happy.”
Funny how things worked. I never really
noticed special needs kids before.
Sure, I knew they existed but they never
meant anything to me. But now it was all
so different. Now that I had my own special
needs sibling, I was suddenly noticing all
the special needs kids around. There were
so many of them. I saw them on the street,
in stores, by ice cream stands, on buses.
They were almost everywhere.
Yitzchak and I walked home from school
together on a blustery Tuesday afternoon.
Yitzchak also had a special needs sibling, an
older brother with Down Syndrome.
As we walked, I told him about my sudden
awareness of special needs children.
“That’s so normal,” he said. “Now that you
have a special needs sister, it means more
to you. Welcome to the world of special
children.” His eyes twinkled. “It’s a pretty
interesting world, I gotta say.”
“You’ve lived in that world from the day you
were born,” I said. “Your brother was born
before you were.”

“That’s right. So it’s a bit different for you, a
bit newer than it is for me, but it’s the same
world.” Yitzchak grinned. “You’re going
to see when your sister gets older. Down
Syndrome kids are the cutest.”
I grinned back. Sarale was already cute, and
I was sure she was going to get only cuter
as she grew up.
We got to the corner of Main Street where
we always split up. We waved goodbye,
and I turned right on a quiet side street. It
was almost empty, even though it was four
o’clock in the afternoon. The only other
person on the block was an elderly man,
hobbling along with his walking stick.
The wind was strong, biting against my
cheeks. Winter was fierce this year. I walked
quickly, thinking of the hot soup for supper,
thinking of getting into my warm fuzzy
pajamas — and then my thoughts were
interrupted by a sudden cry.
“Ahhhh …. ohhh … help! Help!”
It was the old man with the walking stick.
The wind was too strong for him and he had
fallen on the concrete sidewalk. I gasped
and hurried over to his side. His arm looked
funny. I hoped it wasn’t broken.

under his arm turn onto the block. He was
walking towards us. What hashgacha pratis!
“Hey, excuse me, excuse me,” I almost
yelled. “Can you please call an ambulance?
It’s an emergency. This man just fell and he’s
really hurt himself.” I pointed to the old man
lying on the floor, eyes closed in pain.
The man immediately whipped out his cell
phone and within seconds, it seemed, the
ambulance was dispatched.
“I’ll wait here with him till the ambulance
comes,” the man said, slipping his phone
back in his pocket. “Thank you, sonny.
You’ve done good work today.”
“No problem.” I looked at the old man and
smiled at him. “Feel better.”
“Thank you! Thank you!” He tried to smile
back. “You’re a good boy.”
I continued on my way home. As soon as
I entered the house, after saying hello to
everyone, I took out a tehillim and said a
kapitel so that the old man, whoever he
was, should be OK.
To be continued next month…

“Ambulance,” he wheezed. “Please, young
boy, call an ambulance.”
“Of course,” I stuttered. I looked around,
wondering where to get a phone from. Then
I saw a young man holding a shiny briefcase
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YOU BE THE

AUTHO R!
Last month the question was:

“How do you get your point across to someone who does not agree with you?”
Below are a few of the responses we received:

Hi, I’m Chani I’m 10. The best way to get your point across to someone who doesn’t agree with you is by
sticking with your opinions. If they see you won’t change your mind, you’ll show them how strong your
beliefs are.
I’m Leah, I’m 10. I think if you explain to someone with patience what you believe in,
they’re more likely to listen to you.
T

WINNER
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I’m Sendy, and I’m 11. If someone won’t listen to you, think
of a better way to explain yourself clearly to them. We all
want to be heard, and sometimes we just need to wait our
turn.
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Words~of~Wisdom J

In Parshas Acharei we read about the laws of Yom Kippur. The question is asked if one
recites Kiddush if they break their fast on Yom kippur. The Shulchan Aruch answers this
question saying a sick person who breaks their fast does not have to make Kiddush
on Yom Kippur, but they should bentch after eating.
When Rabbi Avraham of Sachetchav was the young age of five, his father told him
to go home from shul after Shacharis on Yom Kippur to break his fast. Upon
returning, his father asked him if he made Kiddush before eating. He answered
to his father, “I am before Bar Mitzvah so I am not obligated to do any of the
Mitzvos yet. I make Kiddush every Shabbos as a practice for when I am after
Bar Mitzvah. When I am after Bar Mitzvah I will not be eating on Yom Kippur
so there is no reason for me to practice making Kiddush today."
THE SIBLING WAVE LENGTH | Iyar 5778
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FUN PAGES
Do you have any jokes, funny ideas, or fun stuff?

We would love to see it. Email us your great ideas and we will do our best to
include it in the next issue of the Sibling Wave Length.

Last month we asked you to make a
scene while you were cleaning up for
Pesach and send us a picture. Check
out the winning photo sent in by sisters
Shayna, age 10, and Naomi, age 12.

s

On Lag B'omer we like to make bonfires, the bigger the better! Fire can be fun, but it can also be very
dangerous. his firefighter was teaching fire safety rules, but they got scrambled! Can you fix them?
MATCHES
NUMBER
DETECTORS

ROLL
FAST
PRACTICE

BUILDING
FIRE
HOUSE

Don't play with _____________
Make sure your house has working ____________ detectors.
Make a family ___________ safety plan.
___________ your family fire safety plan.
If caught on fire, _________ drop and __________.
If your ____________ is on fire, don't hide, run outside
as _________ as you can.
Never enter a burning ____________.
Know the __________ 911 and your ____________ by heart.

Yaldei Shluchei HaRebbe
Merkos Suite 302
353 Kingston Avenue, Suite 302
Brooklyn, NY 11213
www.yaldei.com
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Yossi Smoller
SibClix Coordinator
yossi@yaldei.com
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