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Dear Shluchim & Shluchos,
I am so glad you took a break fro Pesach cleaning
for a minute so we can catch up! How was your
Purim? What did you dress up as? Now Pesach
is coming! Make sure your rooms are clean,
especially under your bed. My favorite job was
always getting to clean all the crumbs out of the
car.

A Seder in Siberia
It was a few days before Pesach in the year 1938 in Siberia.
Eliezer was a prisoner exiled by the Russian government for
spreading Yiddishkeit. One day, Eliezer was called into the
command office. It was there that he received a package
sent by his wife. In the package was some warm clothing, 100
rubles and matzah for Pesach. The commander gave him all
of it besides the Matzah saying, “I should not give this to you
because you refuse to work on Shabbos. I am happy to send
it back to your wife, but I don’t think you should get it. If you
start to work on Saturdays, I can get you special privileges.
If you take the Matzah it won’t be good for you,” finished the
commander.
Eliezer thanked him for his advice but decided to take the

This month of Nissan is a special month.
According to the Torah Nissan is the first month
of the year. It is called Chodesh Aviv in the Torah
which means the month of spring. Many people
have the custom to make a special bracha when
they see fruit trees blossom in this month.
Of course the big excitement of Nissan is
Pesach. On the second night of Pesach we will
start something for the next 49 days. Do you
know what that is? Look on the top of the last
page to see if you were right.
Thank you to many of you for sending in your
creative poems from last month’s fun page. I
can’t wait to see what you come up with this
month.

Gut Chodesh and Good Yom Tov!

Yossi and the sibclix team

(Continued on page 2)

THE SIBLING WAVE LENGTH | Nissan 5778

1

(Continued from page 1)

Matzah. As soon as he got back to
his room he excitedly told his friend
Shmuel about his special package.
The other prisoners warned them
that they could get killed if they
refused to work on Yom Tov.
On the first night of Pesach, after
they returned from work Elezer and
Shmuel set an old torn cloth as a
tablecloth on their bed where they
would have their seder. They set out
three of their special matzos. They
didn’t have any marror with them,
but they had bitter experiences
in Siberia. They didn’t have wine
either but they thought about the
wine as they made Kiddush.
The two men made their special
seder and thought about their
families at home who were having
a seder without them. They knew
that the next day they would be
expected to work. They knew that
they would refuse since it was Yom
Tov. They said to each other, “Just
as there was no way for the Yidden
to escape Egypt, we can not escape
this camp. Just as Hashem took the
Yidden out of Egypt, Hashem will
take us out of this camp and take
all the Yidden out of Russia.”
They then gave some money to the
officer whose job was to oversee
them. He promised to help them in
return. The next day they left their
rooms as all the prisoners were
ordered to. The officer in charge
pretended to see them outside
where they were supposed to be
working. Eliezer and Shmuel hid in
an abandoned area until the work
day was over. There was no heat

2

THE SIBLING WAVE LENGTH | Nissan 5778

and they were freezing.
They returned to their rooms as all
the other prisoners were returning
from work. That night the two men
conducted a second seder.
The officer said to them, “The

“Just as Hashem took
the Yidden out of
Egypt, Hashem will
take us out of this
camp and take all the
Yidden out of Russia.”

commander found out that you
two were not at work today. You are
well aware of the punishment for
refusing to work. Whatever you do
just don’t involve me,” he finished.
The second day of Yom Tov was
harder to avoid working. They
needed to be out in the work area
wandering around pretending that
they were working but they didn’t
actually work.
The commander called them into
his office and asked them, “What
is the reason for your refusal to
work?”

You know that refusal to work is
punishable by death. I can send
you both to be killed now, and your
families will never hear from you
again!” he said screaming.
“So what do you say? Will you
start to work on Saturdays and
your Jewish holidays?” asked the
commander.
“I refuse to work on those days”
Shmuel said firmly.
“Go to sleep and I will take care
of this in the morning,” the
Commander finished.
The next morning the commander
forgot about his conversation the
previous day.
After 20 years, Eliezer came out
of Siberia. When he came out, the
Rebbe told him that the 20 years
wren’t counted. He went on to live
until 100!

Think About It!
Eliezer had a huge dilemma: To
work on Shabbos and eat Matzah
on Pesach or not to work on
Shabbos and starve on Pesach.
In the end B”H it worked out and
he was able to have all that he
wanted. Can you share a time
that you did the right thing even
though it was hard?

“We don’t work on Shabbos and
Jewish holidays” they answered.

Email your response to
yossi@yaldei.com and you will be
entered into a raffle for a $25 gift
card to the store of your choice!

The commander came close
their face and said, “I have taken
a particular interest in you two.

See page 3 for some answers
to last month's question! P

Think About It!
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Last month’s “Think About It”
question was:

Did you ever find yourself
in a situation where your
cleverness helped out?
Below are some of the responses
we received:

Hi I am Nuchie and I am 10. I once wanted
money to buy something, but I had none. I
knew that my Mommy and Tatty would not
give me. I made a lemonade stand that Sunday
to get money. I made 15 dollars and then I had
money.
Hi i am Shmuely and I am nine. Once when
I was in school and I had hard work to do, I
had to be clever to figure out the hard math
questions. I used knowledge that I already
knew to get the answers I needed to finish my
work.
WINNER OF THE RAFFLE:

Hi i am Mussie. I am 11 years old. I found myself
in a situation where I needed to be clever and
it helped me out. I once got lost and I was a
bit nervous. I went into the nearest shop and I
told them I was lost and asked if I could call my
Mommy on her phone. B”H I knew her number
by heart.

Hi! My little sister is autistic. Is there a cure
for autism or will she always be autistic?
Thanks for answering my question.
-Chaya Mushka
Hi Chaya Mushka, and thanks for being brave
and writing in. You asked a very bright question.
The short answer is no. Autism is not an illness
but actually a disorder. Disorder is when things
are in the wrong order. But really it should be
called a “different order” and not the wrong order
(disorder). For example if you were to open a
computer and see all the wires inside, you will
see that they are in a certain order. If you were to
change the wires a little, the computer would do
things in a very different order.
The same is with our brains. We have a way our
brain is wired. Some people have their brain wired
to be super smart and some have it wired to
behave differently. So really instead of disorder we
should call it “different order”, because there is no
correct or wrong order, it is how Hashem decided
to make this person.
There are no cures for a “different-ordered” child,
but with the right help they can grow up and live a
happy life.

Have a question relating to
special needs?
Email it to yossi@yaldei.com and we will IY"H
get it answered for you.
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Yartzeit of the Rebbe Rashab
ניסן

'ב
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The Rebbe Rashab was the fifth of our Rabbeim. The Rashab was born in the city of Lubavitch to his
parents the Rebbe Maharash and Rebbetzin Rivkah. After his father passed away, neither the Rashab
nor his older brother Zalman Aahron felt ready to become the new Rebbe. Together they shared the
duties until the Rebbe Rashab became the fifth Rebbe on Rosh Hashana in the year 5643 (1982).
During his 38 years of neisius he delivered over 2,000 maamarim. Fifteen years after becoming
Rebbe he started Tomchei Temimim. In 1915, with the start of World War One, the Rashab and his
family had to escape Lubavitch. They settled in Rostov for the last five years. On this day he passed
away in the city of Rostov where he is buried. His son the Frierdiker Rebbe then became Rebbe.

The Rebbe's Birthday
This day is known as Education and Sharing Day USA. Really Yud Alef Nissan is the Rebbe’s birthday, but every
year for the past 20 years the United States Congress has declared the Rebbe’s birthday as Education and
Sharing Day USA. Why education? The Rebbe was very passionate for better education for all children,
especially children with special needs, across America but also the whole world. The Rebbe also spoke in
length about building character of children and encouraging them to be kind and share. We will start saying
the Rebbe’s new kapital Kuf Yud Zayin in honor of the Rebbe’s 116th birthday. Kuf Yud Zayin is also the shortest
Kapital in Tehillim. What is your birthday gift to the Rebbe?

Yartzeit of the Tzemach Tzedek
The Tzemach Tzede,k whose name was Menachem Mendel, passed away just a few hours before
Pesach. He was the third Rebbe of Lubavitch and the grandson of the Alter Rebbe. He married Chaya
Mushka, the daughter of the Mitteler Rebbe. Together they had seven sons and two daughters. The
Tzemach Tzedek had a great mind and was a deep thinker. He was friends with many people who
were not Chassidim. He enjoyed long talks with people who thought differently than he did. The
Tzemach Tzedek is buried in the city of Lubavitch.

Birthday of Reb Levik
ניסן

י׳׳ח
4

In the middle of the Yom Tov of Pesach, Levi Yitzchak Schneerson was born. He later became known as Reb Levik.
He had three sons, the oldest who would become our Rebbe. Although not a Rebbe, Reb Levik was a big tzaddik, and
he spread Yiddishkeit throughout Russia even though it was illegal. This day is also the eighth day after the Rebbe's
birthday, which mean's the Rebbe’s bris was on his father's birthday.
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Hidden Gifts

Levik

CHAPTER 6

Recap: Last month, at a family meeting,
the Cohen siblings found out that their new
baby sister, Sarale, has Down Syndrome.
Their parents explained that they were
chosen to be Sarale’s family because she
will need extra love and attention. But the
children are worried...

“Pass the tape.”
I obediently passed Chaya the tape from
the table next to me and watched her as she
hung up yet another Mazal Tov sign. Then I
let out a big yawn. It was nine thirty at night
and we were still in the middle of setting
up the shul for Sarale’s kiddush which was
being on Shabbos.
“You look tired Levik,” Rivka said, smiling
at me. She was setting chairs around the
tables. “Maybe you should go home?”
“No, I want to help.” I was seven years old,
it wasn’t like I was a baby. I jumped up from
where I was sitting on the floor and began
helping her with the chairs.
“Are you excited for the kiddush?” I asked
Rivka.
She grinned. “Of course. It’s going to be so
much fun. Are you?”
“Yeah.” Then I looked at her out of the
corner of my eye. Maybe I could tell her my
secret. “But … I’m also a bit nervous.”
Rivka’s eyes gazed seriously at me and she
stopped putting out chairs. “Why?” she
asked.

“Because Sarale looks a bit funny, you
know, and she’s not totally normal. I’m a
bit embarrassed for everyone to see her.”
I sucked in my breath. Maybe she would
think I was a bad brother?
“I know what you mean.” She picked up
another chair and put it in its place. “I also
am a bit nervous because I don’t know how
everyone will react. She looks a bit different.
But what you said about her being not
totally normal is not totally true.”
“What do you mean? She isn’t!”
“She is just a different kind of normal,” Rivka
said. “Remember Mommy and Tatty told us
that she has a very special neshama from
very high up? Maybe from those high places
in shamayim, she is normal.”
I thought about her words for a couple of
minutes while we finished setting out the
chairs. Later that night, when we were
already back home and I was in bed after
saying kriyas shema and getting into
pajamas, I realized that Rivka was right.
Sarale is normal. Just a different kind of
normal.
The next day was Friday and everyone
was very busy getting ready for Shabbos
and finishing up the preparations for the
kiddush. We had our regular big Friday
night meal with a lot of guests and the
next morning we went to shul. After shul
everyone stayed and many more people
came to wish us Mazel Tov on the new baby.

nice. I got a lot of candies from a lot of
people and I ran around and played with my
friends in the large courtyard outside. Every
so often, I went back inside and checked to
see how everyone was reacting to Sarale. I
am her big brother after all, and I wanted to
make sure she was doing OK.
I shouldn’t have worried about everyone’s
reactions. All the ladies fussed over her and
the men sang and danced. Everyone kept
saying how beautiful she was and only one
man shook his head and said to Tatty, “How
sad Rabbi, how sad. Down Syndrome, of all
things!”
Tatty shook his head and said to the man
with a big, warm smile, “Not sad, David.
Not sad. Look at her. Baruch Hashem, she’s
healthy and happy and progressing very
well.”
Tatty is smart. He always knows what to say.
The kiddush finished and we went home to
eat the Shabbos meal. I looked at Sarale,
who was lying happily in the stroller, her big
slanted eyes staring out at the world.
It’s not sad. Baruch Hashem, our baby is
healthy and happy and progressing very
well.
To be continued next month…

Our community is big and everyone is very
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YOU BE THE

AUTHO R!
Last month the question was:

“You’re in the park with your special needs sibling. A group of
kids there start making fun of him. How do you react?”
Below are a few of the responses we received:

Hi I am Mendy and I am 8. The best way to get people to stop being not nice is to talk to them. I would
explain how my sister Chanchie is good at so many other things.
Hi I am Bayla and I am 11. I would take my brother away from them as he doesn’t need the negativity in
his life. If he is far away from them he won’t see or hear the rude things they are saying.

T

WINNER
CARD OF THE
TO A
NY $25 G
STO IF
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Hi I am Leeba. The best way to show people how to react is
to lead by example. When they see you act a way they will
want to follow. If we act with manners then those that see
us will want to do the same.
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Words~of~Wisdom J

On Shabbos and Yom Tov we only drink one cup of wine. On Pesach we have
four cups of wine. Why is there not a question about four cups in the ?מה נשתנה
The child only asks about things that he doesn't regularly see. For
example: Matzah, Maror, and reclining in chairs. The child is used to seeing
wine on the table for Kiddush so he would not think to ask anything
different about the wine. The four cups are also not in the beginning
of the meal but throughout the meal, so the child doesn't know about
them at the time when the  מה נשתנהis said.
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We start to count Sefiras Hamoer.

FUN PAGES

Do you have any jokes, funny ideas, or fun stuff?

We would love to see it. Email us your great ideas and we will do our best to
include it in the next issue of the Sibling Wave Length.

Story Time
Last month's activity was to write a short story or a poem using specific words. B”H we
got many submissions. Here are just a few of them.

There was a queen
Who was really mean
Hashem gave her pimples
She would have rather dimples
Vashti was her name
She never took any blame
On purim we read a scroll
Ladies & gentlemen this is how we roll.
By Yisrael M.

A long time ago,
there was a miracle done,
there was a very harsh decree,
and nowhere to run.
Mordechai and queen Esther are the ones
who saved the day,
and they did it in a very special way.
Torah, fasting and Davening to Hashem,
they knew would surely help them
By Moshe

Winner

Purim is so fun
sometimes im a queen
and when we read Megillah
i think of bad Vashti
with so many pimples and a tail
she looked so ugly
now it is your turn
to come with me
and give shalach manos
to everyone you see!
by Esther

This Month's ACtivity
This months fun activity is to make something
interesting using things you are getting rid of for
Pesach during your cleaning.
Send us a picture for your chance to win $25 to
the store of your choice.

Yaldei Shluchei HaRebbe
Merkos Suite 302
353 Kingston Avenue, Suite 302
Brooklyn, NY 11213
www.yaldei.com
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Yossi Smoller
SibClix Coordinator
yossi@yaldei.com

