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Dear young Shluchim
and Shluchos,
How has your month of Teves? I am sure
it was B"H amazing. This month is such

Aryeh the Mayor
Many years ago in Eastern Europe, it was a very rare
occurrence to have a Jewish mayor of a town. Aryeh was that
rare occurrence, and he was also a Chossid of the Alter Rebbe.
Mayors then were different than mayors currently. Back then,
mayors were responsible for the documents of the people in
their town, like making birth, death and marriage certificates.
In those days it was also illegal for a goy to convert to Yiddishkeit.
If a goy was caught having converted, he would be killed.
A man named David who converted and was now known as
Dovid did this “illegal” act. On all his legal documents it still
showed that he was a goy. Dovid was not able to show any
documents. Someone would see that he was a Yid but that his
documents said otherwise, showing that he committed a crime.
Dovid would not be able to request documents stating he was a
Yid as this too would arouse suspicion.
A Yiddishe man around the same age as Dovid suddenly passed
away. As sad as it was that a young man passed away, Dovid saw
this as an opportunity to get this man’s documents. If Aryeh the
Mayor never recorded that this young man passed away, then

a great month for Chassidim. Firstly, on
Yud Shevat lots of bochurim gather in

New York for a kinus of bochurim on the
day that the Rebbe became our Rebbe.
Then just a few days later, on Chof

Beis Shevat, lots of your mommies will

be going to New York also. It's a kinus
for all Shluchos on the yahrzeit of the

Rebbetzin. There are also other special
days this month. Make sure to read

about them in the special days section on
page 4. We've included a special story

about the Rebbetzin and a woman who
had a child with special needs.

There is such a good story this month,
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

Dovid could have his papers. After
much thought, Aryeh agreed to not
record the young man's death to
help Dovid out, since he saw that
Dovid was in a dangerous situation.
However, the plan didn't go smoothly
because told on Aryeh for what he
did. He was told that he needed to
go on trial, and could be punished
with death. Aryeh traveled to the
Alter Rebbe to ask for a bracha.
The Alter Rebbe told Aryeh to
push off the court date. Aryeh
got the court date pushed off and
traveled back to his Rebbe to ask
for an additional bracha before his
court date. Again, the Alter Rebbe
told him to push off the court date.
This happened a few more times,
until Aryeh was no longer able to
push off his day in court. He traveled
one last time to his Rebbe to ask a
bracha. The Alter Rebbe told Aryeh,
“My granddaughter is soon getting
married to the grandson of Reb Levi
Yitzchak of Berditchev. Make sure
you attend the wedding and try
to speak to Reb Levi Yitzchak for
advice.”
The wedding came and Aryeh tried
getting close to Reb Levi Yitzchak,
but many other people were pushing

to be next to the tzaddik. Aryeh knew
that it was very important for him
to speak to Reb Levi Yitzchak. He
waited outside Reb Levi Yitzchak's
room to be the first one to speak to
him in the morning.

“A Jewish mayor? I have
never heard of such
a thing. How did you
become the mayor?”
Finally in the morning Aryeh was
brought into Reb Levi Yitzchak's
room. He explained the story of how
he had tried to help out a ger tzedek
and how the Alter Rebbe told him to
speak to Reb Levi Yitzchak.
Reb Levi Yitzchak replied, “a Jewish
mayor? I have never heard of such
a thing. How did you become the
mayor?” Aryeh explained how the
job became available to him many
years earlier and that the Alter
Rebbe told him to accept the offer.
Reb Levi Yitzchak finished, “If my
mechutan, a very smart man, told
you to accept the job, then you have
nothing to fear. Hashem will protect

you.” After those words, Aryeh was
let out of Reb Levi Yitzchak's room.
The Alter Rebbe saw Aryeh and
asked, “Nu? Did my mechutan give
you advice? Was it not a good idea
to speak to him?” Aryeh thanked the
Alter Rebbe and left.
The day of the trial was coming
closer, and Aryeh was getting more
nervous. Then the day before the
trial a huge fire broke out in the
courthouse and all the documents
were burned. There was no record
of Aryeh doing anything illegal—
all evidence against him was now
ashes. Aryeh was now free with
nothing that could be done to
prosecute him.

Think About It!

In the story Aryeh did something
illegal to save someone's life. Do
you think it's ok to break a rule to
help someone out?
Don’t just think about it! Email your
response to yossi@yaldei.com.
You will be entered into a raffle for
$25 to the store of your choice!

See page 3 for some answers
to last month's question! P

(Continued from page 1)

so make sure to read it and share your opinion.

We want to hear what you guys think. If you email

they wanted answered. We try to answer all the

question in the facts colum. If you have a question,

us a response to any of the questions or An Open make sure to email it to yossi@yaldei.com.
Door column, you will be entered into a raffle for

a $25 gift card the store of your choice. It's that
simple.

B"H people have been writing in questions that

2

THE SIBLING WAVE LENGTH | Shevat 5777

We hope you have fun doing the fun page and
figuring out the riddles. Good luck and have a
great month ahead.

Yossi & the SibClix Team

Think About It!
Last month's question was:
"Just as we see many years ago women were not
allowed to learn Torah, the same was for people
with a disability. Why do you think this was so, and
what can we say to people who still feel this way?"
Below are some of the responses:

Hello, I am Aida and I am 13. Sadly, for many years
people with special needs were placed into homes and
not treated nicely. These days there are still homes for
people with special needs, but they are treated with
respect. B”H these days people with special needs are
contributing members of society. You can see people
with special needs working in supermarkets or even as a
teacher's aid. Not everyone thinks this is a great idea,
but mostly everyone in the world is happy about this.
There will always be people who oppose things. We need
to try to make the world a better place for our special
siblings.
Hi, I am Nachman and I am 9. The world has changed in
so many ways over the years. It used to be that girls did
not learn Torah as the story tells us. Nowadays, B"H,
girls learn Torah and many other things in school. People
with special needs also go to our schools. They aren't
separated because they are a bit different. The world has
changed and it will always continue to change. We need to
make sure the world changes for the better.
WINNER OF THE $25 GIFT CARD:

My name is Chaya Mushka and I think that the reason
people thought that people with a disability can’t learn
Torah is because they thought that someone with a
disability is not normal, and is therefore released from the
obligation of learning Torah. Someone whose disability is
purely physical (like not being able to walk, or paralyzed,
etc.), they probably would think they could learn Torah
because it has nothing to do with their brain. But if
someone has something a little bit wrong with their brain,
they would call him a "shoteh" who is released from having
to do mitzvahs. Someone who thinks that nowadays should
be told that if girls are allowed to learn Torah, people with
a mental disability should be also. Besides, not all people
with a mental disability are a shoteh.

"Why do people with
Down's Syndrome tend to
be overweight?"
Thank you for writing in so we can answer
your question. There is a two part answer
to your question. The first answer is that
in any group of people, you will find many
different kinds. In a group of children you will
have some who are tall and some who are
short. Some children will have freckles, some
will have dark skin, while others have light
skin. If you look at all people with Down's
Syndrome you will find people of all shapes
and sizes also.
The second part of the answer is that, yes,
there is a link between Down's Syndrome
and obesity. People with Down's have a
lower thyroid and metabolic rate than the
average person. That means that they are
burning off fewer calories. They would
need more exercise than most of us would
to burn of the calories, even if we just ate
the same meal. Regardless of who you are,
it is healthy for all of us to be exercising
regularly.
Have a question relating to special needs?

Email it to yossi@yaldei.com and we will IY"H
get it answered for you. Plus, you'll be entered
in the raffle for a $25 gift card to the store of
your choice!
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שבט
Yartzeit of Reb Zusha of Anipoli

שבט

'ב

Reb Zusha of Anipoli was a close chaver of the Alter Rebbe. The Alter
Rebbe sent Reb Zusha a copy of the Tanya before being published to get his
approval. Reb Zusha was known to be very humble and always saw things
in a positive manner. He was a Chossid of the Maggid of Mezritch. After his
passing, Reb Zushe was buried next to his Rebbe in the cemetery in Anipoli.

Yud Shevat
שבט

'י

Yud Shevat is a very special day in Lubavitch. It is the yartzeit of the Frierdiker
Rebbe. The Frierdiker Rebbe was the 6th Rebbe of Lubavitch and the father
of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka. On this same day, Rebbetzin Rivkah, wife of the
Rebbe Maharash, passed away. She was the grandmother of the Frierdiker
Rebbe. The Frierdiker Rebbe started Beis Rivkah schools named after his
grandmother, Rebbetzin Rivkah. On the first yartzeit of the Frierdiker Rebbe,
the Rebbe accepted the nesius and became the seventh Rebbe of Lubavitch.
On that day the Rebbe said a maamer Basi Lagani. It is a custom amongst
Chassidim to learn that maamer on this day.

Yartzeit of Rebbetzin Shterna Sara
שבט

י׳׳ג
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Rebbetzin Shterna Sara was the wife of the Rebbe Rashab and mother of the
Frierdiker Rebbe. Shterna Sara was a very learned women and very involved
in the day-to-day running of Tomchei Temimim. She started groups for
Lubavitch women whose husbands were learning in yeshiva. When guards
came to arrest the Frierdiker Rebbe, Shterna Sara begged the guards to
take her and not her son. After the soldiers refused to take her instead, she
stood on a bench with the Aron Kodesh opened asking Hashem to save her
son. Two years before she passed away, she moved to New York with the
Frierdiker Rebbe and his family. She passed away on this day and is buried
by the Ohel.

Tu B'Shevat
Tu B'shevat is a Rosh Hashana—not for us, but for our beautiful trees.
Instead of a cake, maybe we should celebrate with a yummy fruit salad. "Tu"
stands for Tes Vov, the fifteenth of the month of Shevat. Trees and people
have a very special relationship. We breathe in oxygen while trees breath it
out. They breathe in carbon dioxide which we breath out. We benefit from
trees in many ways: they provide shelter, wood for us to build, fruit for us
to enjoy, and the paper you're currently reading off of. In return, we plant,
water, and prune trees. We have a body and trees have trunks. We have
hands and they have branches. We have fingers and they have leaves. Next
time you look at a tree, think about how we are very similar.

שבט

ט׳׳ו

Yartzeit of Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka
Rebbetzin Chaya Mushka was the second of the Frierdiker Rebbe's three
daughters. She was exceptionally knowledgeable in Torah and had a
great sense of humor. A lady who had a daughter with Down's Syndrome
relates how the Rebbetzin would often call her to see how things were.
The Rebbetzin would always ask how the lady was feeling and always
encouraged her. This lady relates how it gave her much koach that she was
asked how she was and not just her child who everyone asked about.

שבט

כ׳׳ב

Ed Note: That this is also true to us siblings. We have to make sure to ask
how siblings of special needs children are doing as well.

J

Words~of~Wisdom J
Why is it necessary for us to have a new year for the trees?
The Jewish calendar is set up in a seven year cycle. For the first six years, farmers work
the field and sell their crops. In the seventh year, the field is laid to rest and no work
is done on it—no planting, cutting, or harvesting. In year one, two, four and five
of the cycle, Maaser Rishon is given to the Levi and Maaser Sheni is brought to
Yerushalayim to be eaten there.
In year three and six, Maaser Ani is given to poor people in lieu of giving
Masser Sheni. Maaser must be given from the first fruits of the tree
that year. You can't take fruit from one year and give it as maaser the
following year. The new year is calculated from the time the trees
start to blossom fruit. Tu B’Shevat is the ending date from one year
to the next year. The year after Shmita, fruit that blossomed before Tu
B’Shevat belongs to the year of Shemita. Fruit that blossomed on or
after Tu B’Shevat belongs to the next year.
THE SIBLING WAVE LENGTH | Shevat 5777
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An Open Door is a place where you
write in the express your feelings and
questions. All submissions should be
sent to yossi@yaldei.com. For any
submission we add you into a raffle
for you to win a gift card to the store
of your choice. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Dear fellow siblings,
I want to share with you all a story that happened
to me. B”H we have many siblings in my family. My
brother Mendel, who is 8, has Autism and is the
youngest. He doesn't like when we make loud noises
or if music is on very loud.
So I was playing with a friend and we were making a
little bit of noise. Mendel told us that he didn’t really
like it. We said "ok" and didn’t really pay attention, but
our noise level didn’t go any lower like he asked.
Mendy did come and complain again that he didn’t
like the noise. I got pretty upset because I had a friend
over, and I didn't want to have to “ruin” my fun,
because of him. My friend Danny then said, “Yudi let's
find a new game or go outside because your brother
really doesn't like it.”
I thought in that moment how I became concerned
only about my own fun and didn't care about anyone.
Sometimes it is hard to always have to be quiet around
my brother, but someone else shouldn't have to tell me
to be extra sensitive to my brother. It was a really big
wake up call for me, not just to be aware of my brother's
feelings but to all those around me.
Yudi, Age 12
-Ed note: Hi Yudi, thanks for writing in. Yes, sometimes
in life we get a wake up call. The story is great lesson. We
are so happy that your friend Danny pointed something
out to you. We know in the future you will be the best
possible brother and fellow human you can be to all
those around you. Keep it up!

Y O U B E TH E

A U TH O R

s
Last month we got many submission

to the question:

“In what ways does your sibling
u?"
with special needs inspire yoem
ailed in were

, but all who
Not all your submissions are printed
the store of your choice.
to
added to the raffle for a gift card
received.
Here are some of the responses we

She never
My sister with special needs is a big inspiration to usherall.face. It
lets anything stop her. She always has a smile on with complete
amazes me that with all her challenges, she smiles ing her is a
happiness. Her speech isn't the best so understand y times, she
struggle. Even when she needs to repeat herself man
never gives up! Elkie, you are my inspiration! -Chavi
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older brother
Hello, I am Menachem and I am 11.himMyto walk. He
is Shneur and it is very hard for t comes over three
sits in a wheelchair and a therapis not easy for him
times a week to help him walk. It'se mine and yours.
to do because his bones are not lik 't at our house he
Sometimes even if his therapist isnmmy or Tatty or
tries to walk with a walker. My Moso proud that he tries.
even any of us help him. We are eady can get up by
I know one day he will walk. He alr
himself.
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Good luck!
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FUN PAGES
SH EV A M IN IM M ATCH IN G
How well do you know the Sheva Minim?
Draw a line connecting the clue to the correct picture.

1.
f the
I am part o
y.
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I have lots
be
o
t
3
seeds-61
exact.

3.
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I can live m
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es from
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my trees.

2.
I can be eate
n raw
but many pe
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the
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s, 98%
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wn in
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6.
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I am 7.
y
eat. ummy t
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o
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Shab ice on
bos.

Answers: 1. Pomegranate, 2. Fig 3. Dates 4. Barley 5. Olive 6. Wheat 7. Grapes
Yaldei Shluchei HaRebbe
Merkos Suite 302
353 Kingston Avenue, Suite 302
Brooklyn, NY 11213
www.yaldei.com
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Yossi Smoller
SibClix Coordinator
yossi@yaldei.com

