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Dear Shluchim & Shluchos,
How have you been? It seems just like yesterday
it was Rosh Hashanah, and now we are already

in the month of Teves. B’’H this month is a special
month to us Chassidim. Didan Notzach on Hay

Teves is in this month! Read about this day and all
the special dates on page 4.

Not mentioned in the special days colum is Asara
B’Teves. Asara means ten, meaning this fast day
falls on yud teves. It is a sad day for Yidden. In

the year 3336, the Babylonian army under the
rule of Nevuchadnetzar surrounded the walls of

Yerushalayim. For two and half years no one was

The Challenge

able to enter or exit the city. Finally on the 17th
of Tammuz the walls of Yerushalayim were
destroyed, and ultimately the holy Beis

This story is about the Alter Rebbe whose Yahrtzeit is this
month. To learn more read the special days column on page 5.

Hamikdash was burned.

During the times of the Alter Rebbe many Yidden found
it very hard to find parnassa. In the city where the Alter Rebbe lived, a man, we’ll call him Berel, thought of
a plan. He hired agents to smuggle 200 wagons full of
wine across the Russian countryside. This way he would
be able to sell the wine and make a profit without having
to pay the high taxes that officials would collect for their

“Hidden Gifts” story. Last month we read about

(Continued on page 2)

Don’t forget to read the next chapter in the

Mendy who learned with his father. He wanted to
make a Sefer Torah in memory of his Zaidy who
passed away. His father told him that money

was an issue. Read this month’s chapter to hear
about Rivka.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

own benefit.
One day Berel got the dreadful
news: his wagons were discovered and seized by the Russian
officials, and now all of his money
was gone. He could not bear to
hear the news and fainted. They
tried waking him up but the moment they told Berel about his
wagons, the man fainted again.
This kept happening over and
over. After each time they woke
him up, he would faint once he
heard the bad news.
The people in the house ran to
the Alter Rebbe for help. The
Alter Rebbe told them that Berel’s wagons were not seized by
the Russian government. A little
while later they received a message that the wagons were found
and all was ok.
The drivers explained that they
didn’t know that one of the wagons had a bell fixed to it. When
the drivers heard the bell, they
thought they were being followed by the Russian government, abandoned their wagons
in middle of the road, and ran
into the nearby forest out of fear
of getting caught. This clogged

the roads, and the townspeople
were not able to get by this huge
traffic jam. The townspeople saw
the abandoned wagons and tied
the horses to nearby trees so that
they would not be able to flee.

“Hashem only
sends someone
suffering that
they can handle."
A little while later the wagon drivers peaked out of the forest since
they heard no commotion from
the town where they thought the
government officials were waiting for them. They boarded their
wagons and continued on their
journey to deliver the goods to
Berel.
A little while later, the Chassidim asked the Alter Rebbe, “How
could you say you do not perform
miracles? Clearly you just did.
How did the Alter Rebbe know
that the goods had not been
seized by the government?”

The Alter Rebbe waved off this
comment and insisted that he
didn’t perform miracles. The Alter
Rebbe continued, “Hashem only
sends someone suffering that
they can handle. When I heard
this man fainted continuously because of his 200 wagons, I
knew that this was too much for
him and Hashem would not have
given him more suffering than he
could handle.”

Think About It!
This month's Think About It question is:
"Hashem only sends someone
suffering that they can handle,”
said the Alter Rebbe in the story.
What do you think this means? We
all have challenges and sometimes it
might feel like it's too much to handle.

Email your response to
yossi@yaldei.com and you will be
entered into a raffle for a $25 gift
card to the store of your choice!

See page 3 for some answers
to last month's question! P

We hope that you will answer the question of the month and the “Think About It” question. Just by emailing in, you are

entered into a raffle. What store do you like? Well whatever that store is, if you win the raffle you get $25 to spend there.
Its that simple, and hey you never know, you might be the winner of next month!
Good Luck!

Yossi, Rochel & the SibClix Team
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Think About It!
Last month’s “Think About It”
question was:

“Tell us about a time when you
gave up something of yours to help
others, just as Chana Rivkah did in
last month’s story.”
Here are some of your responses.

Hi, I am Yosef and I am 10. I give up our iPad almost
every day for my brother Menachem. Menachem
is special needs and has a learning disability. I love
playing on our iPad. We have fun games, but I know
Menachem likes to play it more than me. I am happy
to share with my brother.
Hi, I am Malkie and I am 12. I have a classmate who
was out of town for a wedding. I let her borrow my
notes from Chumash class so she would know the
information for our test. I let her have them, and I
wasn’t able to study for a few days because I let her
have them. I didn’t give up as much as Chana Rivkah
in the story because I got my notes back, but I did give
something up help her out.
WINNER OF THE RAFFLE:
Hi I am Shira and I am 8. There is a girl from our
Chabad house who comes to our house, and I like to
play with her. A few months ago there was only one ice
cream left. I really wanted it, especially because it was
a hot day. I let her have it because I want to be a good
host and a good Shlucha.

Hi, I am Shmuel. I read in one of the
Sibling Wave Length issues that people
with Downs Syndrome have an extra
chromosome. What is a chromosome?
Hi Shmuel, that is a great question! A chromosome
is in the nucleus of a cell, which is the inner part of a
cell, in a thread-like structure.
Chromosomes are made up of DNA. DNA stands
for deoxyribonucleic acid. DNA is the genetic
information passed from a parent to a child. You
can not see chromosome with eyes, only with a
microscope usually found in labs.
Every chromosome has a center point where it
breaks off into two sections. The short arm is known
as the P arm and the long arm is known as the q
arm. The center of each chromosome is where it
gets its unique shape which helps make it function.
If you were to open a peach, and eat it till you get
to the pit, inside that pit there is another pit. The
peach is like a cell, the outer pit is the nucleus. The
inner pit is like the chromosome.
Chromosomes come in pairs of 23 which makes a
total of 46 chromosomes. The pairs are numbered
1 to 23. People with downs syndrome have an extra
21st chromosome which makes that pair triplets.
This is why it is also called trisomy 21, tri (like three)
somy (chromosome) of 21.

Have a question relating to
special needs?
Email it to yossi@yaldei.com and we will IY"H
get it answered for you.
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Didan Notzach
Hay Teves is a Yom Tov and a day of celebration for Chassidim. It was on this day that
the Federal Court of Appeals issued a ruling that the library of the Frierdiker Rebbe
did indeed belong to Agudas Chassidei Chabad. How did the judge come to this
decision? The Rebbetzin said in her testimony, “the Seforim and my father belong to the
Chassidim.” The judge used what the Rebbetzin said to make his decision. The Rebbe
urged Chassidim to buy new seforim and to learn with the new seforim on this day.

Birthday of Rebbetzin Sheina
Rebbetzin Sheina was the youngest daughter of the Frierdiker Rebbe. She is three years
younger than our Rebbetzin. Once when she was crying, as all children do, someone put a
pacifier in her mouth as a way to quiet her. When she calmed down from crying she said,
“Don’t think I am done with crying. I am just taking a short break.”

The Alter Rebbe’s yahrtzeit
טבת

כ"ד

For months the Alter Rebbe and his family were fleeing Napoleon and his army, running
from city to city. It was in middle of the winter in Russia when it became extremely cold
and windy. The whole journey was very hard for the Alter Rebbe and he became sick.
They arrived to the city of Piena on Ches Teves but the Alter Rebbe was very weak. On
Motzei Shabbos, Chof Daled Teves the Alter Rebbe passed away. The Alter Rebbe is buried
in Haditch, Ukraine.

Birthday of the Rebbe's mother
טבת

כ׳׳ח
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Chana Yanovsky was her name at birth. She was born on this day in the year 5640/1880
and in the city of Nikolayev. This is the same town that the Rebbe was born in many
years later. She later married Reb Levik Schneerson and had three sons. Her oldest son
is our Rebbe.
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Hidden Gifts

Rivka

CHAPTER 3

Last month’s recap: The Cohen
siblings just found out that they would
be getting another sibling. Mendy later
learned a Sicha with his father. As they
were finishing Mendy could see that
something was different with his father.
When pressed on the matter his father
told him he wanted to have a Sefer
Torah written in honor of his father.
Mendy’s father told him that writing a
Torah was expensive and he needed
to find a way to fundraise the money.
Mendy was happy to help. Continue
reading to see what happens next with
Mendy’s sister Rivka.

“Do you like baking cupcakes?”
My friend Dina asked me this question on a snowy Sunday afternoon.
It was too cold outside to do anything, although Dina’s brothers
didn’t seem to think so and they
were in the garden, bundled up in
their winter gear, making snowmen.
“Baking cupcakes is fun,” I said,
browsing through the cookbook
she had taken out from the closet.
“What about this recipe?” I pointed
to a blueberry cupcake recipe.
Dina looked over my shoulder.
“Yum, that looks good,” she agreed.
She pulled out a large bowl and we
cracked eggs, calling her older sister Mushka in to check them for us,
mixed in flour and sugar, added vanilla sugar and oil, and then once it

was a smooth batter, we dropped in
fresh blueberries.
“I can’t wait to eat them,” Dina said
as we slid the tray of cupcakes into
the oven. “It’s so fun baking with
you, Rivka,” she smiled.
I smiled back. “Isn’t it fun to bake?
It’s cool to see all different ingredients turn into one mixture.”
“Yeah, that is cool.” Dina noticed
her little sister crawling into the
room. “Hey Shternie! Shternie,
come here!” She clapped her hands
and Shternie crawled over, her large
grey eyes dancing mischievously.
“She’s so cute,” I said, watching
Dina pick her up.
“Do you want to hold her?” Dina offered, holding the baby out.
I took her carefully and held in her
my lap. She played with my bracelet, turning it round and round like
she was trying to get it off my wrist.

in tiny clothes. It was so fun.
After the cupcakes were ready
and we tasted some of them, Dina’s brothers came back inside and
ate the rest of them. It was getting
late and I had to get back home for
supper.
“I’ll see you tomorrow in school,” I
said to Dina. I blew Shternie a kiss
and she babbled happily.
I walked down the block past three
houses until I reached my house.
I stepped inside the front room,
shivering slightly despite the fact
that I was wearing my warm winter coat. I hoped it didn’t get any
colder this winter.
“Hi Rivka,” Mommy said. Her voice
was quiet. I looked at her and
didn’t respond, trying to figure out
what was different about her.
“Did you have fun at Dina’s house?”
she asked.

“She loves playing with everything
she sees,” Dina informs me.

I nodded, still confused. “Mommy,
is everything OK?” I blurted out.

“I love babies,” I said, smiling slightly. I thought of Mommy and my
smile grew wider. Only another few
weeks till our baby will arrive, our
very own baby.

She blinked. “Yes, yes of course,
Rivka’le. Don’t worry.” She stroked
my cheek and smiled but I was
worried. Something felt strange.

I was so excited. I missed holding
fresh newborn babies, smelling
their fuzzy hair and dressing them

Very strange, indeed...
To be continued next month…
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YOU BE THE

AUTHO R!
Last month the question was:
“You are having guests over and your special needs sibling starts
asking them socially inappropriate questions. What should you do?”
Below are a few of the responses we received:

Hi I am Muka and I am 10. My brother has in the past done things when guest are over that are embarrassing. He
doesn’t usually ask questions. We try and ignore his bad behavior or we try to correct it in a not nice way. He usually
stops and then everyone forgets about it a few minutes later.
Hi we are Yehuda and Zelda and we are 7 and 12. Our brother Mendy sometimes says things
to guests that are socially off. We just remind him about the way we talk to others.
Especially when he tells people who come to our house that they are not supposed
to drive on Shabbos.
WINNE
Hi i am Eli and I am nine. My sister has asked questions at the table
that are not table talk. Yes my sister is special needs but my parents
still make sure she behaves. She knows what's right and what is wrong.
My parents usually send her away from the table till she is able to act ok.
She usually comes back right away as she learned her lesson.
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Words~of~Wisdom J

The Pasuk in Parshas Vayechi tells us that Yaakov moved to Mitzrayim at 130 years old. We know
he passed away at 147 years old. Why does the Torah need to say he lived the last 17 years of
his life in Mitzrayim?
The Tzemach Tzedek was a young boy and learning this in Cheder. His Rebbe told
him that Yaakov enjoyed 17 years in Egypt which were the best years of his life. The
Tzemach Tzedek asked his Zaidy, the Alter Rebbe, when he arrived home, "How could
Yaakov, a tzaddik, enjoy the last and best 17 years of his life in a place with so much
tumah?"
The Alter Rebbe explained to his grandson, "Before Yaakov entered Mitzrayim
he sent ahead his son Yehuda to build and start a yeshiva there. This was so
Yaakov and his children, and future generations, would have a place to study
Torah from the moment they entered Mitzrayim. When a yid learns Torah
they become closer with Hashem. Since Yaakov and his family spent their
time learning Torah, Yaakov enjoyed these years immensely, even though he
was in a tumadikeh place.
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FUN PAGES
Can you solve these math problems?
Sruli went to the Judaica shop with $40 to purchase
two seforim for Hey Teves.
Which two books could he buy with the money he has?

$2

$1

6

5

$2

$2

8

5

Leah went to Kingston pizza with her friends. They ordered 7 slices of
pizza, 4 sodas and 2 medium french fries. How much did they spend?

$2

$4

$1

.5

0

Do you have any jokes, funny ideas, or fun stuff?

We would love to see it. Email us your great ideas and we will do our best to
include it in the next issue of the Sibling Wave Length.

Yaldei Shluchei HaRebbe
Merkos Suite 302
353 Kingston Avenue, Suite 302
Brooklyn, NY 11213
www.yaldei.com
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Yossi Smoller
SibClix Coordinator
yossi@yaldei.com

